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FROM:  Garry Herceg 
  Director Pretrial Services 
 
SUBJECT: Description of Major Services 
 
Pretrial Services assists the criminal courts in the release and detention decision process by 
providing investigative reports and recommendations to judicial officers. In addition, Pretrial 
Services monitors and supervises pretrial defendants who have been released on court ordered 
conditions which address compliance, court appearance, and public safety. A varied group of 
Pretrial Services customers include the Courts, the Department of Corrections, other law and 
justice agencies, criminal defendants, and their families. Pretrial Services is a small organization 
with a wide scope of responsibilities, including 24-hour, 7-day-a-week service. 
 
Pretrial has three divisions: 
 
The Jail Unit 
Interviews felony arrestees to determine eligibility for own recognizance release consideration. 
This unit also performs tasks which facilitate determination by the court whether there is 
probably cause for arrest and detention. In addition, this unit facilitates bail setting and probable 
cause determinations for appropriate misdemeanor cases.  
 
The Court Unit 
Provides information and recommendations regarding pretrial defendants to all court 
arraignment calendars, and the after-arraignment calendar. This unit also receives requests from 
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the Court for additional formal reports after the case has proceeded beyond the arraignment 
process, for those cases where further information is required to make an informed decision on 
release.   
 
The Supervision Unit 
Monitors release conditions for all individuals released on Supervised Own Recognizance release 
(SORP) to ensure that they comply with release conditions. This involves directing the client to 
various services available in the community, such as drug or psychological counseling, and 
scheduling and monitoring client drug testing, a service also provided by the department. This 
unit keeps the Court informed about the compliance of clients, including making 
recommendations to admonish the client in Court or revoke the client�s SORP release.  
 
In addition to pretrial service activities, the department is also responsible for facilitating the 
duty judge function. This entails coordinating the schedules of the judges who are on-call during 
non-court hours to respond to emergency judicial requests such as emergency protective 
restraining orders, search warrant issuances, and juvenile probable cause determinations.  
 
For the past several years, the department has also had an Agreement with the Court to provide 
additional services beyond what has traditionally been delivered. This includes providing 
investigations in cases involving restraining orders in Family Court, and additional information 
provided for domestic violence that is not provided in other criminal cases.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


