
 

Congressional leaders participated in SEIU 521 Jobs Town Halls during Summer 2011 to talk 
about saving public-sector jobs. They heard directly from workers who shared stories about 
community impacts when public services are cut. 

At a time when courts around the state laid off workers and closed courtrooms, bureaucrats 
were funding a multi-billion-dollar computer system without clear benefits to the public. Through 
lobby visits and testimonies at legislative hearings, SEIU 521 court workers helped lead a 
statewide campaign – joined by judges! – and together we successfully shut down the wasteful 
spending in March 2012.  
 

“This victory shows that frontline workers – when we act together –can make changes to our courts, even when the 
powers that be in the Judiciary disagree with us.” —Bill Ragland, Monterey County Courts 

Librarians and SEIU members successfully lobbied in 2011 to keep public libraries public and won the 
support of  Gov. Brown. 
 

Now, before our public libraries are outsourced to a private company, common-sense protections must 
be in place. The new law (AB 438) protects workers from being fired and replaced with low-wage 
workers.  And it means companies that would take over our public libraries must actually deliver on 
their promises to provide the full essential public services. 

When cuts in the state budget threatened one of our most successful programs that puts 
Californians back to work, SEIU 521 eligibility workers spoke up to save CalWORKS. 
 

CalWORKS helps get people to work so they don’t depend on cash aid from the government. 
Proposed budget cuts would have tightened eligibility and made it impossible for many families to 
succeed, leaving more children in poverty and more adults out of work. 
 

 “It was important to speak for those that can’t speak for themselves,” said Jennifer Jensen said, a job specialist from 
Fresno County who testified about the impact the budget cuts would have had.  “The people in Sacramento hearing our 
voices, it works,” she said. 

COPE is an acronym for the Committee On Political Education. It is our union’s voluntary bi-partisan Political Action 
Committee used for political and legislative activities. We hold politicians accountable at every level of government, and 
help our union build the political power to win strong contracts, better benefits and pass laws to protect our jobs. 

SEIU 521 members helped elect Michael Bilbrey to the CalPers Board in August 2011. It’s important that 
we elect politicians and administrators who understand the value of retirement security. 
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