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   Working people and our unions have been under attack for a long time, but the 
fight has been especially fierce since the 2010 elections. We have been blamed 
for many of the problems that are really the result of the economic crash in 2008.  
Now more than ever we need to stand together as a strong union. 
 
   During the last 3 years, as Region 2 Vice President for SEIU 521, I have been 
an active leader in the fight to protect the rights of working people.  Here are a 
few of the things I am especially proud of: 
 

Pension Action Committee Chair – Our committee succeeded in passing Senate Bill 1234,  
which creates the framework for a portable, retirement plan for private sector workers in California 
who currently have no retirement plan. We also moved CALPERS to start the process of investing in 
infrastructure projects to create jobs in our communities. And we modified pension reform legislation 
in Sacramento to minimize harm to working people. 
 
2012 Elections – SEIU members can be proud of the election results in Region 2, with strong  
victories in many local races, winning Proposition 30 and defeating Proposition 32, and electing a 
super majority in both houses of the legislature in California. And in San Benito County the workers 
successfully fought off rules to silence their political voice.  These victories are the groundwork for 
getting us out of the cycle of yearly budget cuts, furloughs and layoffs in local government and  
non-profits. 
 
Health Care Reform  - In our region, we have been involved in many campaigns to strengthen  
the rights of workers in the health care system.  Workers at Natividad Medical Center secured  
legislation to protect their rights in the event of reorganization or merger. Workers at Clinica de 
Salud in Monterey County organized to join the union, and are now in a hellacious fight to win their 
first contract. Workers at Salud Para La Gente in Santa Cruz County just successfully fought back 
against service cuts and layoffs. 
 
These are the types of activities that I have participated in and supported as a leader of the union.   
If I am re-elected as Region 2 Vice President, I pledge to continue this work. 
 
I have also worked to keep leaders in all of the chapters in our region informed about what the  
union is doing by holding regional meetings, attending events in different chapters, and by sending 
out e-mail updates after each Officers and Executive Board meeting.  If you would like to be on my 
update list, please e-mail me at mattn@coho.org. 
 
I would be honored to have your vote this January.  Even more importantly, I urge you to vote for 
the officers slate of Luisa Blue (CEO), Gwyn Harshaw (President), John Gutierrez (Vice-President), 
RoseAnn Dominguez (Treasurer), and Karen Nakatani (Secretary).  They will be strong partners 
with us in San Benito, Monterey, and Santa Cruz Counties.  


